Macbeth – Act 2, Scene 2

Homework – How and why has Macbeth changed since the start of the play?

· Go up to the end of Act 2, Scene 2

· Use a range of quotations to P>E>E

· Aim for 400-500 words

· Not assessed but will be directly relevant to it 

We will now look at Act 2, Scene 2 to analyse how he reacts after the murder of Duncan.

We will focus on two aspects:

1. Internal conflict

2. Interpersonal conflict 

To start with Macbeth’s internal conflict, analyse his state of mind from the following quotations:

MACBETH
Line


1. This is a sorry sight.

2. But wherefore could not I pronounce 'Amen'?


3. Methought I heard a voice cry 'Sleep no more!

4. I am afraid to think what I have done;
Look on't again I dare not.

5. No, this my hand will rather
The multitudinous seas in incarnadine,
Making the green one red.

6. To know my deed, 'twere best not know myself.
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a) Now reconsider the same statements in terms of Lady Macbeth’s response. Find a quotation from her that, as directly as possible, contradicts his. Comment on what this reveals about their relationship at this point. 

b) Speculate (whether you know the outcome or not) on what this scene suggests will be the future of their relationship. Justify with reference to specifics in the text.

c) Each table will now report back on one of the items discussed above.

