Macbeth passages for close study after Act 2, Scene 2


Passage
Notes

1.
Act 3, Scene 1, lines 49-73




2. 
Act 3, Scene 2 (whole scene)




3. 
Act 3, Scene 4 (whole scene)




4. 
Act 4, Scene 1, lines 68-123




5.
Act 5, Scene 5, lines 17-27




How does Shakespeare make use of paradox to enact and depict Macbeth’s changes throughout the play?

We will look at the use of paradoxes on a range of levels:

· As a linguistic and poetic device

· As the site of individual conflict

· As the creation of interpersonal conflict

· As a source of thematic structure and development

In groups – prepare a 5-6 minute presentation on your assigned passage or section, covering the following:

1. What it reveals about Macbeth’s character and state of mind at this point. (Individual conflict)

2. How he relates to others, especially his wife. (Interpersonal conflict) 

3. What linguistic paradoxes are used and to what effect (linguistic and poetic device).

4. What thematic contrasts are implicit within the passage? e.g good/evil, light/dark, conscience/ruthlessness, life/death

The presentation should involve:

· Some form of reading, performance and/or visual support for at least a part of the section

· Shared presentation of analysis 

· Address the guiding question and the four subsidiary questions.

